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cut out, and several others suppressed, " Quinola " ran for nineteen nights. Many years afterwards, in 1863, it was acted at the Vaudeville, and was a great success. During his lifetime Balzac's plays received little applause—in fact, were generally greeted with obloquy; but when it was too late for praise or blame to matter, his apotheosis as a dramatist took place; and on this occasion his bust was brought on the stage, and crowned amid general enthusiasm.
The year 1842 is important in the annals of Balzac's life, as on April 23rd his novels were for the first time collected together to form the " Comedie Humaine," his great title to fame. The preface to this ranks among the celebrated prefaces of the world, and it was written at the suggestion of his friend Hetzel, who objected strongly to the prefaces signed Felix Davin, which had been placed in 1835 at the beginning of the " Etudes de Mceurs au XlXieme Siecle," and of the " Etudes Philosophiques." In an amusing letter Hetzel tells Balzac that a preface should be simple, natural, rather modest, and always good-humoured. " Sum up—sum up as modestly as possible. There is the true pride, when any one has done what you have. Relate what you want to say quite calmly. Imagine yourself old, disengaged from everything even from yourself. Speak like one of your own heroes, and you will make something useful, indispensable.
" Set to work,   my  fat   father;   allow a thine, March 19th, 1842, the night of Balzac's
* This may be found in the Edition Definitive of Balzac's works, or in "Balzac Chez Lui," by Leon Gozlan.
